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REMARKS 

Claims 8-13 having been withdrawn without prejudice in response to a restriction 
requirement, Claims 1-7 now remain in this application for consideration. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment has been made in good faith, that no 
new matter has been added and that the Claims are in proper form for allowance. 

The examiner has requested an election of subject matter pursuant to a restriction 
requirement under 35 U.S.C. §121 to one of the following groups: 

I. Claims 1-7, drawn to a coated membrane, claissifed in class 422, subclass 57. 

II. Claims 8-10, drawn to an assembly, classified in class 435, subclass 287.9. 

in. Claims 11-13, drawn to a method for preparing a membrane, classified in class 
435, subclass 29. 

In response to the restriction requirement, applicants elect without traverse, Group I, 
Claims 1-7, drawn to a coated membrane. 

Applicants expressly reserve the right to the non-elected subject matter including the right 
to file one or more continuation and/or divisional applications to that subject matter, as now 
embraced in non-elected Claims 8-13. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants respectfully submit that Claims 1-7 are in proper form for allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 




Becton, Dickinson and Company 
1 Becton Drive 

Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417-1880 
(201) 847-7049 

Doc. No. 62663 




Nanette S. Thomas 
Reg. No. 33,310 
Attorney for Applicants 



I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS 
BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE AS FIRST CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR 
PATENTS, WASHINGTON, D C. 20231 

ON: February 27, 2003 

BY:^ Susan R. Wagner 

(SIGNATURE) ' (DATE/ 
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